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WEEK IN REVIEW

“In my beloved
home state of
Texas, we are
in a crisis. A
health care
crisis. A

humanitarian
crisis.”

U.S. REP. LIZZIE
FLETCHER

a Houston Democrat who
authored an abortion

access bill

SayWhat?
“We’re in a
great, great
place at the

university. I’m
excited to be

able to step into
this role at this
moment in
time.”

REGINALD
DESROCHES

Rice University’s first-ever
Black and immigrant

president

“I think the longer it continues, the worse it will be. We don’t do what we do for reviews, but certainly we don’t want
somebody to tarnish our reputation for an Amazon gift card.”

VAL CANTU
chef, on wave of blackmail scams plaguing some Houston restaurants with one-star reviews in exchange for gift cards

“We had some sense of the history of it, but not the magnitude. We just
loved playing chess, and we felt we were second to none.”

RODNEY GRIFFIN
a Worthing High alum whose team helped integrate the city’s high school chess league 60 years ago, winning third place
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Double-digit inflation has come to Houston. Inflation hit a fresh 40-year-high nationally at 9.1
percent in June, but is running even hotter in the Houston area. Consumer prices jumped 10.2 per-
cent in the region, driven by energy and food costs that are rising more quickly here than in the
nation as a whole, the Labor Department reported Wednesday. In related news, the region’s su-
percharged housing market reversed course in June as high mortgage interest rates, rising inflation
and a low supply of homes for sale contributed to the biggest drop in home sales in three years.

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Inflation heats up as home sales drop

Melissa Phillip/Staff photographer

The U.S. House on Friday passed two bills that would
restore abortion access across the country and prevent
states like Texas from barring patients from crossing
state lines to receive reproductive health care, the first
major legislative response to the Supreme Court’s
decision overturning Roe v. Wade. The legislation was led
by U.S. Rep. Lizzie Fletcher, a Houston Democrat.

Anna Rose Layden/New York Times

Abortion access bills advance

The Texas Department of Transportation is planning an
$85 billion, decadelong building spree to improve driving
conditions across the state, a record-breaking investment
that comes as construction costs are climbing and many
residents are clamoring for car-free options. Money will be
divested in maintenance, aviation and rural connectivity.

Mark Mulligan/Staff photographer

TxDOTplans $85Bmakeovers

COVID-19 hospitalizations have nearly doubled in the
Houston area over the last month, according to Texas
Medical Center data, which paints a clearer picture of the
risk associated with newer, increasingly transmissible
versions of the virus. The average number of daily new
hospitalizations rose from 121 in early June to 224 last week.

COVID hospitalizations double

A leaked video made public last week shows the botched
police response to the Robb Elementary School
massacre, drawing outrage from victims’ families. The
clip showed police positioned in a hallway outside two
classrooms, but they never advanced to confront the
gunman. On Friday, a federal complaint filed by the legal
arm of Everytown for Gun Safety says Daniel Defense, a
gun manufacturer, is violating Federal Trade Commission
rules by marketing assault weapons with violent and
militaristic imagery that misleads consumers — especially
young men — to believe they can use the weapons for
combat-like missions.

New leaked video shows
Uvalde police response

Eric Gay/Associated Press

Family and friends of the victims of the Robb
Elementary massacre rally at the Uvalde town square.
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Marie D. De Jesús/Staff photographer

Supporters stand in front of Hamburger Mary’s using a sheet to offer privacy to
drag show attendees and protect them from “Protect Texas Kids” protesters.

Yi-Chin Lee/Staff photographer

ChesterW. Nimitz Senior High School basketball players Aniah Holmes, left, and
Kaiya Carter work on their dance moves during a break in camp.

BESTOFTHEWEEK’S
CHRONICLESTAFFPHOTOS

Elizabeth Conley/Staff photographer

Demetria Brooks Blaze, right, prays with HaleemMuhammad and Sadiya
Evangelista for her brother, Roderick Brooks, who was killed by a deputy.

Jon Shapley/Staff photographer

Lance Cosper, who is homeless, sprays himself with cologne as he jokes about
being excited to spend a night in jail after turning himself in on a warrant.
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Mark Mulligan/Staff photographer

Sandals rest on a fence that is set up to try to build up dunes along the beach in
Jamaica Beach on Galveston Island.

Marie D. De Jesús/Staff photographer

A jumbo-size photo of the face of former Gov. Ann Richards welcomes
attendees to the 2022 Texas Democratic Convention in Dallas.

Mark Mulligan/Staff photographer

Dimitri Reeves dumps a bottle of water onto his head between songs during a
performance onWednesday in southwest Houston.

Elizabeth Conley/Staff photographer

A member of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers color guard places a U.S. flag
in a stand during the change of command ceremony on Friday in Galveston.
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ILLUSTRATING

THE
NEWS
OFTHEWEEK

Editorial cartoons take the nation’s

current events and social issues

and put them in pictures. Here’s a

small collection to enjoy from this

pastweek
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TECHNOLOGY

QUALITY
CONTROL
Headphones may be a
bargain, but will they
be a bust?
PAGE B3

FUEL FIX

A TEST
RUN
Advanced EV batteries
move from labs to mass
production.
PAGE B4

MONEY

COMPARE
FEES
“Rolling over” to an
IRA could cost you
thousands in savings.
PAGE B5

I
n January 1999, an ecstatic
David Montgomery scored
front-row tickets to the re-
union tour of Black Sabbath,
but the legendary heavy met-

al band was not the act he had come
to see. Instead, he was there for
Pantera, a Texas band and metal
legend in its own right, led by
brothers Vincent Paul Abbott and
Darrell “Dimebag” Abbott.

“Pantera just destroyed the are-
na,” Montgomery recalled. “I don’t
want to say they were better than
Sabbath, but they just wiped people
out. It was a blazing performance.”

More than two decades later,
Montgomery, now a 54-year-old real
estate lawyer, is still a big fan.
When a pair of backstage passes for
that 1999 show in Compaq Center
came up for sale last month, he
didn’t hesitate. He plopped down
$500 to snag them— a lot more
than $66 he paid for his tickets.

Montgomery’s opportunity to
memorialize Pantera’s performance
came courtesy of Backstage Auc-
tions, a Houston company that
specializes in music memorabilia,
with a specific bent toward hard
rock and metal. Since its founding
in 2003, Backstage has auctioned off
instruments, awards, signed post-

Photos by Elizabeth Conley/Staff photographer

Dr. Brad Jennings, an orthodontist and avid music memorabilia collector, shows off his office collection on June 21 in Houston. He
recently scored an item in Houston-based Backstage Auctions’ sale of 700 items from the estate of Pantera drummer Vinnie Paul.

MUSIC

Turningmetal into coin
Backstage Auctions builds niche in rock, heavymetal memorabilia

Auction continues on B2

By Dwight Silverman
CORRESPONDENT

Independence and liberty
mean a lot to a people whose
capital has been pillaged 27
times in the last 1,564 years.

The Republic of Georgia
learned the hard way how
authoritarians with immense
power can ruin lives, econo-
mies and societies. They rarely
misuse the term invader to
describe people simply seeking

a better life.
Georgians live at the geo-

graphic intersection of Europe,
Asia and the Middle East.
Their cities grew wealthy in the
Middle Ages from trade along
the Silk Road. Americans
could learn a lot from their
pride, diversity and under-
standing that a dictator any-
where is a threat to free people
everywhere.

I recently returned from
Tbilisi, where Ukrainian flags
flew from residences and busi-
nesses throughout the city of 1
million. They know Ukraine’s
resistance to Russian imperi-
alism is a principal battle-
ground in democracy’s fight
against authoritarianism.

Older Georgians remember

Soviet oppression. Younger
Georgians remember when
Russian President Vladimir
Putin sent troops in 2008. They
still occupy 20 percent of Geor-
gia.

Georgians’ resilience is in-
spiring. Tbilisi is full of con-
struction cranes, Chinese com-
panies are building new high-
ways, and the nation’s 3.8 mil-
lion people are developing a
tourism industry around the
Caucasus Mountains, the Black
Sea Coast and the Kakheti
vineyards, home to an 8,000-
year-old winemaking tradition.

Georgians take pride in their
unique language and orthodox
Christianity but are anxious to
join the European Union and

The view fromGeorgia:Will theU.S. sacrificeUkraine?

CHRIS TOMLINSON
COMMENTARY

Tomlinson continues on B7

Chris Tomlinson/Staff

The Tbilisi Opera House flies Georgian and Ukrainian flags to
protest the invasion of Ukraine. Russia invaded Georgia in 2008.


